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At Grace Christian Church we have a ‘Dedication Service’ rather than a baptism or christening service for our babies or young children.  Why?

We believe that baptism is by total immersion in water.  Matt 3:16, Acts 8:38

We believe that baptism is an act of obedience that follows a decision for Christ and a confession of faith.  This would require a person to be of an age to hear, understand, and respond to the gospel.  Acts 2:41, Acts 18:8

We see examples of children dedicated to the Lord or presented to Him in a formal service.  These examples are:


Samuel

I Sam 1:11, 22


Jesus

Luke 2:21-24

The definition for dedicate is to set apart and consecrate to a deity (God) or to a sacred purpose (a life lived for God).  To dedicate is to devote wholly and earnestly oneself to a person or purpose.  

Therefore in a Dedication Service we as parents are dedicating ourselves to God in our role as parents and dedicating our children to Him before the congregation of believers.

In a Dedication Service at Grace:

Parents commit themselves before God and the congregation to raise their children in the ways of the Lord, recognizing that they are stewards of this precious gift from Him.

The congregation is exhorted to uphold this family in prayer and be available to help in any way needed in the years to come.

Hands are laid on the parents and child in a prayer of blessing.

Our Dedication Services are a special and joyful time of celebration for our church family.  Children are a gift from God!  Psalm 127:3

  Baby/Child Dedication Application 
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Complete this application and the Parent’s Covenant and return them to the church office.  Please contact us if you have questions regarding the Baby/Child Dedication service.  

 Today’s Date :_____________________  Date of Dedication Service (if known) :_____________________

Please indicate service preference:  
9:00 am:  ________
11:00 am :  ________

Please Print Clearly

Father’s Name: __________________________________________________________________________



Last,



First,



Middle,

Mother’s Name: _________________________________________________________________________



Last,



First,



Middle,

Home Phone:  ________________________ Alt. Phone: _________________________________________

E-Mail Address: ___________________________________@____________________________________





Child’s Name: __________________________________________________________________________



Last,



First,



Middle,
        Date of Birth (Month, Day, Year): ____________________________    Sex:   M __________ F ____________


        Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

                      
    Street



City




State 

Zip


Parent’s Covenant


As Parents of______________________________, we recognize this child is God’s gift to our home.  Returning this gift in dedication, we also dedicate ourselves before the Lord, accepting our responsibility for the life God has entrusted to our care.  We earnestly seek God’s help and protection in rearing this child in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.  As we present this child in dedication, we understand that our action declares we are willing to have God take full possession of our child, allowing Him to use this life to His glory.

____________________________

Father’s signature

____________________________

Mother’s signature

Date: ____/____/____















